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CUF helps shape the policy debate in New York. Our work consistently elevates
important issues and opportunities onto the radar of government leaders and
advances smart and achievable ideas. We also routinely get results, sparking

new policies and investments that strengthen our city and state, and lay the

groundwork for a more equitable economy.
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The Growth of the Artist Population vs. the Overall Population Across Upstate New York
Percent change in resident artists and total population in upstate regions, 2011-2021
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Employment Growth in the Arts and Culture Sector Outpaces Other Key Industries
in Upstate New York
Percentage of employment growth by industry, 2009-2019
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Significant Increases in Tourism Spending Across Upstate New York
Percentage increase in tourism spending by region, 2009-2019.

Chautauqua-Allegheny ® 31%

Finger Lakes ® 32.8%

Thousand Islands ® 41%

Adirondacks ® 45.3%

Capital-Saratoga ® 47.6%

Greater Niagara ® 48.5%

Upstate NY @® 51.1%

Central New York ®62.3%

Catskills @ 66.6%

Hudson Valley @ 67%
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Source: CUF analysis of Tourism Economics traveler spending data from the Empire State Development Corporation.



Decline in NYSCA Grant Funding Since 1990
NYSCA grant funding by year in USD after adjusting for inflation
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Source: Center for an Urban Future analysis of NYSCA grantmaking budget data.



Artists At Workie -
Albany and The Capital Region

Murals by artist Joe lurato helped transform Franklin Alley in
downtown Troy. Photo by Joe lurato.




Capital Region's Resident Artists Outpacing
Overall Population Growth

Population change from 2013 to 2023
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Capital Region's Arts and Culture Sector Outpacing Overall Economy

Job growth from 2013 to 2023
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Capital Region's Creative Economy Outpacing Overall
Economy

Job growth from 2013 to 2023
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Capital Region's Creative Economy Growth Outpace Major Industries

Job growth from 2013 to 2023
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Capital Region's Fastest Growing Creative Economy
Industries

Job growth from 2013 to 2023
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Capital Region's Fastest Growing Resident Artist Occupations
Job growth from 2013 to 2023
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Capital Region's Growing Resident Artist Occupations
Job growth from 2013 to 2023
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Capital Region's Shrinking Resident Artist Occupations

Job growth from 2013 to 2023
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Top 5 Creative Economy Industries by New Jobs

Job growth from 2013 to 2023
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Top 5 Creative Economy Industries by Percentage Growth
Job growth from 2013 to 2023

Independent Artists, Writers, and
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Capital Region's Creative Economy Grows Rapidly Post-
Pandemic

Job growth from 2020 to 2023
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Capital Region's Resident Artist Grows Rapidly Post-
Pandemic

Population change from 2020 to 2023
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Capital Region's Arts and Culture Sector Grows Rapidly
Post-Pandemic

Job growth from 2020 to 2023
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Capital Region's Performing Arts Industries, Pre- and Post-
Pandemic

Total jobs from 2013 to 2023
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Despite their outsized impact on the economy, artists often
live on the edge of hardship and economic uncertainty.

41%

972 artists reported being vulnerable to a
medical emergency.
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1,311 artists reported that they carry
unmanageable debt.

Financial .
o 62%
Stablllty 1,494 artists reported that they have no

financial safety net.

0,
MEDICAL EMERGENCY 56 A)

UNMANAGEABLE DEBT 1,333 artists reported they were unsure
when they would make income again.
FINANCIAL SAFETY NET

UNSTABLE INCOME 3 3 %

PUBLIC BENEFITS 783 artists reported they were enrolled in
public benefits.

Source: CRNY Guaranteed Income for Artists program application.




PORTRAIT OF NYS ARTISTS
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I'he economic precarity of artists mirrors patterns of
broader racial disparities.

% of artists with emergency cash (Black respondents)

Only 1 in 5 Black artists have enough
cash to cover emergencies (compared to
1 in 3 artists, overall).

No (78%)

CREATIVES REBUILD NEW YORK



By the numbers

The resident artist and design worker population grew 50.1 percent between 2011 and 2021, from 967 to
1,452) compared to 3 percent growth in the total population.

Employment in the arts and culture sector grew 33.1 percent between 2009 and 2019, from 763 to 1,015,
compared to 5.5 percent growth in total employment.

Since the pandemic low in 2020, employment in the arts and culture sector has rebounded by 12 percent.

The average annual earnings in the arts and culture sector was $35,578 in 2021.

Tourist spending rose by 47.6 percent between 2009 and 2019, from $1.5 to $2.2 billion.

Inflation-adjusted NEA funding declined by 67.6 percent between 1998 and 2022, from $77,203 to $25,000.

Albany received $1,761,915 in NYSCA funding in FY22, 1.7 percent of the state’s total of $103,257,146.

The Capital Region received a total of $3.93 million in REDC grant funds in 2021, 16.8 percent of the $23.4
million in total funds allocated through the REDCs to arts and culture projects statewide.

The largest arts and culture REDC award in Albany in 2021 was $500,000 to the Historic Albany Foundation
for refurbishing of the Van Ostrande-Radliff House, the oldest building in Albany.




Building on Recent Policy Wins

Budget, FY 2025
- $40 million in additional funding for NYSCA (but not baselined)
Arts Pluribus Unum

- $1 million in new funding for public art projects

- $500,000 to pilot artist in residency program in State government

- Directing the state’s tourism marketing agency to promote artists and cultural
attractions and experiences statewide



The Work Ahead

- Fully integrating the arts into state, county, and local economic development
strategies. QoL metrics (like places to go after 5 p.m., cultural vitality, resident
artist population, etc.)

- Creating long-term affordability with state financing/loan loss and
public-private partnerships

- Generating dedicated, recurring revenue streams for the arts

- Building artists into a functional housing agenda

- Increasing support for creative and cultural entrepreneurs

- Supporting independent artists and gig workers



