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CUF helps shape the policy debate in New York. Our work consistently elevates 

important issues and opportunities onto the radar of government leaders and 

advances smart and achievable ideas. We also routinely get results, sparking 

new policies and investments that strengthen our city and state, and lay the 

groundwork for a more equitable economy. 

















































Building on Recent Policy Wins
Budget, FY 2025

- $40 million in additional funding for NYSCA (but not baselined)

Arts Pluribus Unum

- $1 million in new funding for public art projects
- $500,000 to pilot artist in residency program in State government
- Directing the state’s tourism marketing agency to promote artists and cultural 

attractions and experiences statewide



The Work Ahead
- Fully integrating the arts into state, county, and local economic development 

strategies. QoL metrics (like places to go after 5 p.m., cultural vitality, resident 
artist population, etc.)

- Creating long-term affordability with state financing/loan loss and 
public-private partnerships

- Generating dedicated, recurring revenue streams for the arts
- Building artists into a functional housing agenda
- Increasing support for creative and cultural entrepreneurs
- Supporting independent artists and gig workers


